Non-nucleoside inhibitors of HIV reverse transcriptase: screening successes--clinical failures.
A little less than two years ago, the first report describing non-nucleoside inhibitors of HIV reverse transcriptase (RT) led to the high anticipation that a range of new drugs could soon be available for the treatment of AIDS. The intervening period has given rise to several such agents but recent clinical trial data has indicated this optimism to be premature. This short review seeks to trace the brief history of the drug discovery process and to assess whether there are lessons to be learnt from the episode.